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were killed in the violence in only 100 
days. 

Paul Rusesabagina did not stand by 
and watch as his countrymen were 
murdered. As a well-connected Hutu, 
Rusesabagina was spared persecution. 
However, his wife, a Tutsi, and his chil-
dren were not safe. He moved them 
from his home to the Hotel des Mille 
Collines where he believed they would 
be safer. As the violence intensified, he 
opened the hotel to hundreds of other 
Rwandans, Hutu and Tutsi alike, who 
were seeking to escape the violence 
outside. In the following months, there 
were numerous attempts to force those 
at the hotel out into the streets of 
Kigali. Each time, Rusesabagina used 
his international connections through 
the hotel or with the Rwandan mili-
tary in combination with keen negotia-
tion skills to spare the lives of those he 
was caring for. Amazingly, no one who 
took shelter inside the hotel was killed 
in the violence. In all, Paul 
Rusesabagina and the Hotel des Mille 
Collines protected the lives of more 
than 1,200 people during the genocide. 

Prior to the award ceremony last 
Tuesday, Paul Rusesabagina was re-
united with one of the many who took 
shelter at the Hotel des Mille Collines. 
According to reports, Thomas 
Kamilindi was working as a journalist 
in Kigali when violence broke out in 
1994. Kamilindi, his pregnant wife and 
young daughter stayed at the hotel for 
a month and a half until they were 
evacuated. Kamilindi credits Paul 
Rusesabagina with saving his life and 
the lives of his family. The meeting 
last Tuesday was the first since 
Kamilindi and his family were evacu-
ated more than 10 years ago. Following 
their meeting, Kamilindi said, ‘‘It was 
very emotional for him and for me. I 
am still alive because Paul was there.’’ 
Kamilindi is currently a Knight-Wal-
lace Journalism Fellow at the Univer-
sity of Michigan where he is studying 
representations of violence in the 
media. 

Paul Rusesabagina’s courageous ac-
tions closely resemble those of Raoul 
Wallenberg 50 years before. Both men 
stood in the face of great adversity to 
protect those who were not able to pro-
tect themselves. Like Wallenberg, 
Rusesabagina provided a shelter of last 
resort to innocent civilians facing per-
secution, many of whom he did not 
know personally prior to the violence. 
In addition, both men fought off poten-
tial violence not by meeting force with 
force, but by using persuasion, influ-
ence, and negotiation instead. 

I thank the University of Michigan 
for adding to the legacy of Raoul 
Wallenberg by recognizing the con-
tributions of other great humani-
tarians like Paul Rusesabagina. I know 
my colleagues will join me in con-
gratulating Paul Rusesabagina on this 
great honor. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

CONGRATULATING HAWAII’S 
NATIONAL SOCCER CHAMPIONS 

∑ Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise to 
congratulate our National Champion-
ship soccer team from Hawaii, the Hon-
olulu Bulls Soccer Club (’88 Girls) team 
which won the U17–Girls U.S. Club Na-
tional Cup in Stony Brook, NY, on Au-
gust 8, 2005. In an exciting final match, 
the Bulls defeated the Boston Rene-
gades, 1–0 at the Stony Brook Soccer 
Complex. 

The Bulls advanced to the national 
championship tournament by winning 
a regional tournament in Las Vegas 
earlier this year. At the national tour-
nament, the Bulls earned a spot in the 
championship game by going 
undefeated in pool play, beating teams 
from Georgia and Pennsylvania and 
tying with a team from California. 

In the final match, the Bulls’ preci-
sion game denied the opposing Boston 
team any serious scoring opportuni-
ties. Katrina Chong’s goal in the first 
half off an assist by Alana Wall would 
be the game’s only score. 

The Honolulu Bulls Soccer Club (’88 
Girls) team members are: Lucy Caires, 
CiAnna Chun-Ming, Kelsi Chan, 
Katrina Chong, Devin Council, Caycie 
Gusman, Allison Haines, Jaymie 
Honold, Ashley Kanda, Lauren Kanda, 
Sophia Merrifield, Marisa Schoen, 
Carly Wachi, Alana Wall, Lindsey 
Watanabe, Jordan Weeks, Jenna Wong, 
Kiani Wong, and Marie Yempuku. The 
team is coached by Phil Neddo, Craig 
Nosse, and Robin McCullough. 

I congratulate the Honolulu Bulls 
Soccer Club (’88 Girls) on their thrill-
ing run to the top of their sport, and I 
wish all of them the best in their fu-
ture endeavors, in life and on the play-
ing field. And I extend the same con-
gratulations to all players and coaches 
who participated in this year’s U.S. 
Club Soccer National Cup IV Finals on 
a job well done.∑ 

f 

LEVI LEIPHEIMER APPRECIATION 
DAY 

∑ Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor an outstanding Mon-
tanan. Today in the city of Butte, MT, 
citizens are taking to the streets in 
honor of Levi Leipheimer. In fact, Oc-
tober 20 is officially Levi Leipheimer 
Appreciation Day in Montana. 

To say that Levi Leipheimer is a 
competitive cyclist is an understate-
ment. Levi is an established leader in 
the world of cycling. Under his belt, he 
has three top ten finishes in the 
world’s biggest cycling race, the Tour 
de France. This year, he placed sixth in 
the Tour, and also won the Tour de 
Germany. This is an incredible accom-
plishment. I am proud that Levi grew 
up riding on the hills of Montana. 

Today, Levi is returning to Butte for 
the first time in roughly 4 years. The 
people of Butte are honoring him with 
a bike parade and street festival. 

Levi is an inspiration to the next 
generation of Montanans, and today by 
riding alongside in the streets of Butte, 
he will show them that through dedica-
tion and hard work, anything is pos-
sible. 

I am very proud of Levi Leipheimer 
and all that he has achieved. He has 
made both myself and the State of 
Montana very proud. We look forward 
to watching him compete in the years 
to come.∑ 
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IN MEMORY OF CORA GAY 

∑ Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I 
rise today to honor Mrs. Cora Gay, a 
resident of Albany, GA, who passed 
away on September 25, 2005. Mrs. Gay 
was a devoted wife and mother who 
touched many lives with her positive 
and compassionate personality. She 
married the love of her life, Quincy 
Gay, on December 1, 1929, and they 
celebrated their 75th anniversary this 
past December. During their marriage, 
they raised three sons and a daughter. 
They also have 17 grandchildren, 18 
great-grandchildren, and 2 great-great- 
grandchildren. 

Mrs. Gay graduated from Albany 
State University in 1948 with a degree 
in elementary education. She then 
spent the next 25 years of her career in-
spiring and bringing out the best in her 
students in the Miller and Dougherty 
County school systems. She was a 
member of many organizations while 
teaching, including: Dougherty County 
Teachers League; president of the 
Dougherty County 2nd Grade Edu-
cators; Georgia Association of Edu-
cators; National Education Associa-
tion; Association of Classroom Teach-
ers and the National Council of English 
Teachers. In 1962, she was named 
‘‘River Road Elementary Teacher of 
the Year’’ and was named as an ‘‘Out-
standing Elementary Teacher of Amer-
ica’’ in 1972. She retired from teaching 
in 1973 and had a youth award named 
after her in 1991. 

Cora’s passions were cooking, sewing, 
reading, playing scrabble, and helping 
others. She was always there to pro-
vide comfort and strength to members 
of her family and others in her commu-
nity when they were in need. On Sep-
tember 25 we lost a truly fine Georgian 
and great American. I commend her to 
her family, friends, and colleagues as 
an example of a life fully and success-
fully lived.∑ 
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HONORING MARY BOURDETTE 

∑ Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I am 
delighted today to honor Mary 
Bourdette, a woman who has dedicated 
her working life to improving the lives 
of disadvantaged children and families. 

Over the past three decades, Mary 
has served as a tireless and extremely 
effective advocate for our Nation’s 
most vulnerable children. Our country 
is in her debt, and for her passion, com-
mitment, service, and good humor, she 
will be dearly missed when she retires. 
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